TROUBLED  WATERS

this canal, passing from die territory of the one to that of the other, matter
for first class intertribal complications. The canal was first dug about
eighty or ninety years ago. Presumably they started getting fun out of it
straight away, but realizing that you cannot have a first class international
bone of contention until you have an agreement in writing dealing with
the matter diey negotiated one in 1872.

At this point it becomes necessary to explain the terrain. The Lower
Yafa'i and the Fadhli countries are two of the largest States in die western
part of the Protectorate. The Fadhli country, coastal territory, stretches
along the coast from Aden for a considerable distance. Behind it, or
behind the western part of it, lie the mountains of Lower Yafa'i country,
and the rivers that water the fertile oasis of Abyan in Fadhli country rise in
the mountains of Lower Yafa*. Perhaps a century ago some engineering
genius, no doubt of Fadhli race, saw that by cutting a canal from the river
Bana in Lower Yafa'i territory, the waters could be made to irrigate much
of the upper part of the oasis. This canal, called the Nazi'a, has been the
source, not only of water for irrigation, but of agreements and disagreements,
wars and counter wars, ever since. The 1872 agreement made provision
for the supply of the water by the Lower Yafa'is to the Fadhlis and for the
payment for the water by the Fadhlis. to die Lower Yafa'is* Of course
there is &o real doubt that the Fadhlis would like to have die water and
irrigate their crops, and the Lower Yafa'is realize that this is reasonable,
but the history of die affair shows that the only really satisfactory solution
to the matter will be one which, while it allows the Fadhlis to have die water,
will at the same time deprive neidier side of a most delightful bone which
they can unearth from time to time, and over which they can growl at
each other.

Every now and then bodi sides like to persuade the Residency ^o take
a hand. As the files show, the Residency have sometimes consented to
play, though reluctandy, and once or twice there have been quite decent
rubbers. As I was a newcomer, it was thought that both sides and I could
have some fun out of the business, and that was the principal reason why D*
and I started off on a short journey to the Fadhli country. There was at
the time a period of truce for eighteen months, but no one was taking it
very seriously, and constant raidings of cattle and camels and constant
murders took place in the area round Haid Halima, a hill which we visitd
and whkh stands on the border of the t^ro countries. A map shows thai
Haid Halima depends from Lower Yafa'i territory like a tear dropping
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